
The Sport Flyer 
The Official Newsletter of the Georgia Sport Flyers Association, Inc. 

October 2012 – Fall Edition (Vol1) 
 
 

  

 

�
��������	�

�����
��������
����������

�
�

Our Next Meeting is October 13th at Etowah Bend at 11am 
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Memphis Bell at 47A 
By Richard Johnston 

 
You never know what you will find parked 
on the tarmac at 47A! Once before I found 
the Liberty Belle parked literally in the same 
spot undergoing repairs – unfortunately that 
was the B17 Flying Fortress that made an 
emergency landing in a muddy field and 
burned up before the fire trucks could get 
through the mud to put out the fire. This time 
I found Memphis Belle there undergoing 
repairs to it’s undercarriage. Not many of 
these warbirds are left and it is a rare treat to 
see one – especially in flying condition. 
 
Memphis Belle is the nickname of a Boeing 
B-17F Flying Fortress during the Second 

World War that inspired the making of two motion pictures: a 1944 documentary film, Memphis Belle: 
A Story of a Flying Fortress, and a 1990 Hollywood feature film, Memphis Belle. The aircraft was one 
of the first B-17 United States Army Air Forces heavy bombers to complete 25 combat missions with 
her crew intact. The aircraft and crew then returned to the United States to sell war bonds. 

 
The Memphis Belle, a Boeing-built B-17F-
10-BO, USAAF Serial No. 41-24485, was 
added to the USAAF inventory on 15 July 
1942, and delivered in September 1942 to the 
91st Bomb Group at Dow Field, Bangor, 
Maine. She deployed to Prestwick, Scotland, 
on 30 September 1942, to a temporary base 
at RAF Kimbolton on 1 October, and then to 
her permanent base at Bassingbourn, 
England, on 14 October. Each side of the 
fuselage bore the unit identification markings 
of the 324th Bomb Squadron (Heavy). 
 
Captain Robert Morgan's crew flew 29 
combat missions with the 324th Bomb 
Squadron, all but four in the Memphis Belle. 

The aircraft was then flown back to the United States on 8 June 1943, by a composite crew chosen by 
Eighth Air Force from those who had flown combat aboard, led by Capt. Morgan, for a 31-city war 
bond tour. Morgan's original co-pilot was Capt. James A. Verinis, who himself piloted the Memphis 
Belle for one mission. Verinis was promoted to aircraft commander of another B-17 for his final 16 
missions and finished his tour on 13 May. He rejoined Morgan's crew as co-pilot for the flight back to 
the United States.  
 
Next time you are in the Canton area – drop by 47A– you may be surprised by what you find! 
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PIMA Air & Space Museum 
By Richard Johnston 

 
On a visit last year to relatives in the Tucson area, my wife and I had the opportunity to visit the Pima 
Air & Space museum. For an aviation enthusiast, this is a treat. I am not sure that I have seen any 
collection of aircraft in one location that compares to this facility. 
 
From the moment you enter the facility, the presence of EAA volunteers is pervasive. From the 
entrance of the museum and throughout the facility, the vast majority of staff are EAA volunteers and 
expert veterans, many have served on these aircraft. There are many buildings full of vintage aircraft 
and a large outdoor area with the most aircraft I have ever seen in one location. One tip: if you go there 
be sure and go during Mon-Friday as there is also a tour on the USAF side where hundreds of retired 
warbirds are parked. Rather than blab on about how great it was, the rest of this article has some of the 
more memorable photos I took while there. 
 

 
 

Vought F4U-4 Corsair 
 
The Vought F4U-4 Corsair is perhaps the best-known American naval fighter of World War II. The Corsair had been flown 
to speeds of over 400 mph, faster than any American fighter up to that time.
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Lockheed SR-71A Blackbird 
 
The last of a small family of aircraft built by Lockheed’s famous Skunk Works, the SR-71 is one of the most recognized 
aircraft ever built. Design of what would become the Blackbird began in 1958 with a request from the CIA for an aircraft to 
replace the Lockheed U-2. 
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British Aerospace AV-8C Harrier 
 
Designed in Great Britain by Hawker Siddeley, the Harrier is one of only two vertical/short takeoff and landing jets to go 
into full production. 

�
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Sikorsky CH-54A Tarhe (Skycrane) 
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Gumman S2F-1 (S-2F) Tracker 
 
The Grumman S2F-1 Tracker entered service with the U.S. Navy in February 1954 replacing Gumman Avengers and 
Grumman Guardians in the anti-submarine role. The Tracker was the first twin-engine aircraft routinely operated off of the 
Navy’s small Escort and Light carriers. Trackers operated from American aircraft carriers until August 1976. 
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Aircraft everywhere with Mt. Lemmon in the background 
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Starr Bumble Bee 
 
The Bumble Bee was designed and built for the sole purpose of taking the record for the world’s smallest aircraft. The 
aircraft was credited by the Guinness Book of World Records in 1984 as the smallest aircraft ever flown.
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Mitchell Wing B-10   (Early Ultralight ??) 
 
Designer Don Mitchell built his first airplane in 1929 while still in high school. The Mitchell Wing began as a foot-
launched  hang glider in 1975. Soon thereafter a powered version called the B-10 followed. This version is manufactured of 
wood, aluminum tubing, and fiberglass, covered with Ceconite fabric. 
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Fieseler Fi103-A1 (V-1) Hoellenhund 
Luftwaffe Flak-Regiment 155(W), France 1944 
 
As the world’s first operational cruise missile the Fi103 was the first of the so-called “Wonder Weapons” that German 
leaders felt would snatch victory from defeat. The concept of a self-guided flying bomb powered by a pulse jet engine 
originated in 1942 and quickly captured the attention of the German Luftwaffe, which was suffering high losses in bombers 
and crews. 
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And more…………… 
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And more…… 
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Gumman F-14A Tomcat 
 
Made famous by the movie “Top Gun”, the F-14 Tomcat is the last of Grumman’s “Cat” series of naval fighters which 
began with the F4F Wildcat in the 1930s. The F-14 grew out of the failed attempt to turn the F-111 into a carrier-based 
interceptor. Design work on the Tomcat began in 1967, a full year before the F-111B was cancelled. It adopted the best 
elements of that design including the AN/AWG-9 radar and Phoenix missile, twin engines, and a variable geometry 
“swing” wing and combined them into a large, twin-tail form that became the symbol of American naval aviation from the 
1970s through the first years of the 21st Century. 
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Aero Apacelines 377-SG Super Guppy  
 
Based on the Boeing C-97 Cargo plane and the 377 airliner, the huge “Guppy” super transports are some of the most unique 
aircraft ever built. Designed to carry very large but relatively light cargos, the Guppies were built from parts of retired U.S. 
Air Force C-97 Stratofreighters and airline 377 Stratocruisers. The planes proved to be very useful for carrying segments of 
rockets and much of the Saturn rocket that powered the Apollo program was transported in the Super Guppy. This is the 
second Guppy, the first Super Guppy built. The parts came from two different aircraft. 
�
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           by Michael Prosser – with original newsletter reprint by Richard Johnston: October 2012 
 
It was October 4, 1982 that a new regulation effective to allow “ultralights” to legally exist and fly; 
this was FAA Part 103.  Further, no pilot certificate or training was required; this was both a blessing 
and a curse.  We as pilots and as an organization had to police ourselves.  Now, as of January 31st, 
2008, we are Experimental Light Sport Aircraft, flown & operated by certificated Sport Pilots…wow!   
What will our future be and what will our future history tell… I guess that it is up to us. This is our 
story. 
 
The history of “The Georgia Sport Flyers Association” dates back to the fall of 1993, when 
ultralights & ultralight pilots were still relatively new and a novelty of the aviation community. As 
time passed and individuals recognized how much fun this was, we quickly became more numerous in 
the greater Atlanta area. We operated our ultralights in accordance with FAA; FAR (Federal Aviation 
Regulations) Part 103 and with guidance from FAA Advisory Circular #AC 103-07. Ultralight flyers 
crossed paths enough times, in our local areas, that there became interest in forming an Ultralight Club.  
This was often discussed, to support one another, for safety & education and to be more fun. We found 
out that we had more fun and safety increased, with a greater number of participants. These 2-cycle 
engines and accessories were a marvel of engineering and most of us had a lot to learn. Please 
remember that flying ultralights, at that time, was considered by many to be very, very dangerous 
endeavor and was unaccepted by the majority of general aviation; including most airport managers and 
their airport personnel.   
   
Mr. Pierce Day was building a TEAM Mini-Max at the time; he was interested in learning how to set 
up all of the two-stroke stuff and thought that a club could help provide the needed answers.  Chance 
would have it that Mr. Chuck Goodrum joined the EAA Marietta Chapter #268, based at McCollum 
Airport, in Marietta, Georgia.  It was here that Chuck and Pierce Day first met.  While visiting local 
airports, Chuck met Mr. Ben Cole at the Mathis Airport; another key individual interested in an 
ultralight club.  I met Chuck at the Cartersville airport in the spring of 1993; Chuck had flown his 
JetWing trike to the Cartersville airport and had a throttle failure while in the pattern. Fortunately, he 
made a successful landing on the airport runway. Chuck needed help and asked around to see if anyone 
there could help him?  Someone told him that I (Mike Prosser) was an ultralight pilot (‘84 Phantom X-
1) and that I could probably help him.  Luckily, I was at my hanger that day (hanger #30, then as now) 
and I was able to quickly diagnose & repair Chucks broken throttle cable. We discussed ultralights and 
both expressed interest in forming an Atlanta ultralight club; after that he was safely on his way home. 
 
Later, at Pickens County Airport, Chuck and Pierce would run into each other again.  A short time 
later, about September, Pierce telephoned Chuck to say he wanted to get an ultralight club started. The 
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original list of names that Chuck had gathered is in the 1st picture/scrapbook that belongs to the Club.  
Pierce agreed to compose a notice/flyer to mail to those individuals and Chuck agreed to start working 
on the bylaws.  Pierce arranged the first meeting in November 1993, at Palmetto-South Fulton Airport.  
Out of about 150 people that were contacted, only 15 showed up that day.  A series of meetings 
followed which were held at the Varsity, to establish the structure of the club.  The bylaws were 
discussed, as well as which national organization to affiliate with. Then, as now, GSFA continues to 
affiliate with the USUA.  The GSFA is USUA Club #960: the first and oldest USUA Club in Georgia.  
 
On December 4th, 1993 at the Masters Inn on Fulton Industrial Blvd, the Bylaws were approved and 
slates of officers were nominated for the term of office for 1994. It was agreed upon that monthly 
meetings would be held in each of the four quadrants around metro Atlanta, with the first one being 
held at the Shoney's restaurant on Peachtree Industrial Blvd. Thirty four people were in attendance at 
this meeting and voted in the first club officers of the GSFA.  The first Club newsletter was first 
published in February of 1994 - “The Sport Flyer”.  The Club logo was adopted at the March 1994 
meeting – “The Georgia Sport Flyers Association”.  Later, in April of 1994, GSFA became 
incorporated as a legal, non-profit organization and became “The Georgia Sport Flyers Association, 
Incorporated”. 
 
GSFA has continued to be an organization dedicated to recreational, ultralight and sport aviation. 
Through growth and circumstance, the Cartersville Airport (VPC) became our primary “informal” 
home base because of its proximity and the number of members that found Cartersville the most 
convenient location. 
We fly for fun and commit ourselves to education, safety and a harmonious relationship with all 
aviation organizations and airport neighbors. To that end, in 2004, the GSFA was honored as the 
“USUA Club of the Year” award for its community involvement and ultralight education. 
 
The names of the original “Charter Members” who were at that first GSFA meeting are: Ben 
Cole, Pierce Day, Frank Eck, Frank Flessel, Stuart Fuller, Chuck Goodrum, JD Jones, Wes Luster, 
Cliff McDonald, Frank Nadolski, Pete Pettis, Michael Prosser, Bill Rouse and Steve Yothment. 
�
 Note: Frank Eck and Michael Prosser are Charter Members, who were at that first GSFA  
          meeting and are still current and active members today. 
 
Never forget…Ultralights and therefore our Club, almost lost its privilege to operate (fly) at 
Cartersville airport in November 2000.  Once upon a time… long, long ago (it seems), trouble 
loomed at our fair airport home.  The Cartersville Airport designated FAA Safety Counselor, Mr. Bob 
Hite, informed Mike Prosser (President GSFA, 2000) that he was going to recommend that 
“ultralights” be banned from the Cartersville airport, due to alleged safety reasons/concerns and 
alleged violations of FAA procedures. The GSFA Executive Officers and several concerned prominent 
members responded, participated in a letter writing campaign and appealed to the Airport Authority, 
FAA, EAA and USUA.  Meetings were held with the Airport Authority, GSFA, Phoenix Air, 
concerned pilot/airport users and Mr. Hite (also a member of the Cartersville Airport Authority) for 
resolution of this conflict.  All participants that the GSFA members met with were very professional & 
fair.  At the January 8th, 2001 1st quarterly meeting of the Airport Authority, all attending parties 
agreed to permit “ultralights” to continue to operate at Cartersville.  Mike Prosser drafted & submitted 
the Cartersville Pattern and Procedures document, pattern diagrams and the GSFA Safety Committee 
list to Mr. Don McMillan-Airport Authority Chairman, at that time. The Airport Authority accepted 
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the documents and agreed to adopt them into the “First Amendment to the Rules and Regulations of 
the Cartersville Bartow County Airport Authority of Georgia” (*). This was executed on January 9, 
2001 and became effective on January 22, 2001.  Please remember these rules and regulations (*) & be 
ever vigilant to protect our privilege to operate our aircraft at VPC. Special GSFA Recognition: Mike 
Prosser (Pres: 2000 & 2001 & Safety Officer), Pierce Day (VP: 2000), Bill Rouse (Sec/Treasurer: 
2000 & 2001), Ben Methvin (VP-2001), Brad Methvin (Website Officer) and Chuck Goodrum.  
 

From the GSFA Achives – Feb 94 Newsletter 
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 Your Flight Instructors:
 

 
 
Ben Methvin – CFI/ DPE 
(770) 315-6244 
Training Field - Cartersville (KVPC) 

 
 

Kim Arrowood – Sport Pilot CFI 
(770) 547-3622 
Training Field - Cartersville (KVPC) 
 


